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PREFACE

Fanatics have been defined as those who re-
double their energies when they have forgotten
their aim. Doubtless all who are interested in the
missionary enterprise are in these days putting
forth new energy and advocating more rapid
movement to attain their object. Have not some,
however, forgotten the goal in their earnest effort
to press forward? Is there not some danger lest
we run so fast that we forget to carry the mes-
sage? Will the broader outlook diminish deep in-
sight?

A brilliant writer in the Atlantic Monthly
(May, 1920) characterized the modern misgionary
as one whose “first concern is always something
deeper, something more vital than questions of
theological and metaphysical speculation relating
to the Person and the Work of Christ, to the Vir-
gin Birth (in which, together with other miracles
he may or he may not believe) ; to the fine dis-
tinctions between the humanity, the divinity, the
deity of Christ; to the nature of the Trinity: to
the Atonement. Upon just one thing he insists:
that which touches not the bene esse of the Chris-
tian faith, but its esse: the personal assimilation
in the disciples’ life of the teaching and of the
spirit of Jesus.”

On the contrary, we believe that the very na-
ture of Christianity, its dynamic, its passion, its
power of missionary appeal, its esse as well as its



bene esse consists in its eredo—its belief in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary,
who died on the Cross for our sins and arose
again, who gave us this message as our only com-
mission and sealed it with the promise of his pres-
ence. ,

The chapters that form this little book treat
of this aspect of the missionary message. They
were first given as addresses in conferences in our
country and abroad; some appeared in The Con-
structive Quarterly, The Biblical Review or
The Sunday School Times. They were then
revised, and are now sent on their errand at the
request of friends to set forth our conviction in
the adequacy and sufficiency of “the faith once for
all delivered to the saints.” That Gospel which
Paul preached has been the message of all who
were in his apostolic succession and is today, as
in his day, “the power of God unto Salvation to
every one who believeth.” Why should we be
ashamed of its contents or its implications? In
an age of doubt it is the only anchor of our hope;
in the present chaos of international relations it
alone can bring reconciliation.

S. M. ZWEMER
Cairo, Egypt.
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“Travelling on through Amphipolis
and Apollonia they reached Thessalonics.
Here there was a Jewish synagogue, and
Paul, as usual, went in; for three sab-
baths he urged with them on the serip-
tures, explaining and quoting passages
to prove that the Mesgiah had to zuffer
and rige from the dead, and that ‘the
Jesus I proclaim to you is the Messiah.’
Some were persuaded and threw in their
lot with Paul and Silas, including a host
of devout Greeks and a large number of
the leading women.,”—Acts 17: 1-4 (Mof-
fat's Translation).



CHAPTER |
Earliest Christianity

F all the New Testament books were lost except
one, and that were the earliest epistle written
by the Apostle Paul, we would still have con-
vincing proof of the historicity of Christianity

and clear evidence for nearly every article of the
Aposties’ Creed as expressing the faith of primi-
tive Christians. The earliest and therefore old-
est book of the New Testament is the first letter
of Paul to the Thessalonians, Thig is the general
consensus of opinion among all critics. “In the
case of the first epistle,” says Dr. Milligan in the
Standard Bible Dietionary, “its authenticity
which no one even thought of challenging before
the nineteenth century is now so generally recog-
nized by critics of all schools, except those who
reject the Pauline writings altogether, that it is
not necessary to discuss it further here.”

The exact date assigned to the epistle depends
on the chronology of Paul’s life, but all critics are
agreed that it was not written later than the year
53 A. D. (some say as early as 49 A. D.), that is,
less than twenty years or twenty-two years after
the Crucifixion. All critical opinion, therefore,
brings us as close as possible to the primitive days
of Chrigtianity when those who were eyewitnesses
of what Jesus was and did and suffered were stil




























































































































































