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“Then Valiant-for-the-Truth said: I believed and
therefore came out, got into the Way, fought all that
set themselves against me; and by believing am come
to this place.

Whe would true valonr see
Let bim come hither :
One here will constant be,
Come wind, come weather ;
There's no discouragement
Shall make him once relent
His first avowed intent
To be a Pilgrim.

Who so beset him round
With dismal stories,
Do but themselves confound :
His strength the more is.
No lion can him fright ;
He'll with a giant fight
But be will have a right
To be a Pilgrim.

Hobgoblin, nor foul fiend,
Can daunt bis spirit ;

He knows be at the end
Shall life inkerit.

Then, fancies, fly away ;

He'll not fear what men say ;

He'll labour night and day
To be a Pilgrim.”

— TuE Pin.criM’s PROGRESS.”’

vi

FOREWORD

Somz of the chapters that follow were given as addresses
at Conferences in America and England., Others have
not appeared in print. They deal chiefly with the
Christian life of those who have alteady accepted Jesus
Christ as their Saviour and Lord, but who find diffi-
culties and perils besetting them in the upward road.
They consist of Bible studies based on petrsonal experi-
ence. The hope is that they will lead up into the
hinterland of the soul, that is, those regions of spiritual
conquest and attainment that are still far ahead. Every
sincere believer often echoes the words of the Apostle,
“Not as though I had already attained either were
already petfect, but T press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

Some verses of Robert Browning in his great poem
on Easter Day, gave us the title for the book and
deserve cateful meditation in this connection, They
are quoted in our first chapter, and no truer statement
was ever made than that with which the poem opens :
“It is bard to be a Chrictian’> Hard because of
besetting temptations and sins, hard because of our
present-day problems and present environment, where
the atmosphere we breathe is not at all other-worldly.

The Christian life is hard, most of all, because none
of us have yet attained to the high ideals represented
by the word we use so glibly—Christian. To be a
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vii FOREWORD

Christian is to be like Chtist, to live in Christ, and for

Christ, a living epistle known and read of all men.
Now among ancient epistles there are three kinds,
uncials, cursives, and palimpsests. The uncials are rare
and costly. So there are those whose lives are a beautiful
open book, easily read by all, and conveying 2an unmis-
takable message, like those beautiful Ilarge-lettered
manuscripts on vellum. How many are those whose
Christian message is written in such a cursive hand and
with such lack of care and thought, that, although it
is fairly legible, it is not always clear nor beautiful.
And then there are those whose lives have lost their
first love and first message because they themselves
were not wholly yielded to Christ; across the old
convictions and affirmations, an alien hand has scrawled
the palimpsest of the present world, or the deceitfulness
of riches and the cares of this life have made the ancient
message illegible.

The Christian life is uphill all the way. It is a fight
to the very end. As Christina Rossetti put it in her
- questioning stanzas :

“ Does the road wind uphill all the way ?
Yes, 20 the very end.
Will the day’s journey take the whole long day ?—
From morn to night, my friend.

But is there for the night a resting place ¢
A roof for when the slow dark hours begin,
May not the darkness hide it from my face ?—

You cannot miss that Inn.

FOREWORD ixX

Skall I meet other wayfarers ar night ?

Those who have gone before,

Then mnst I knock, or call when just in sight i—
They will not keep you standing at that Doer.

Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak ?
Of labosr you shall find the sum,

Wil there be beds for me and all who seek ?—
Yea, beds for all who come.””

But the rest is only at the end of the journey. While
the Pilgrim travels he falls asleep in the arbour by the
wayside at his own risk. Never is it safe to lay aside
the panoply of God. We must fight the good fight until
the end, and every day we need the girdle, the breast-
plate, the sandals, the shield, the helmet and the sword.
“ Praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit,” lest we who ptreach unto others should
ourselves become castaways.

In the study of Old Testament characters I wish to
express my indebtedness to Alexander Whyte and
George Matheson, while the thoughts expressed
regarding wrestling in prayer against our besetting sins
owe much to John Bunyan and the daily study of
Bishop Andrewes’ Private Devotions. Others have
laboured and we have gleaned from their harvest fields
only “ handfuls of purpose.”

London : August, 1937. SamueL M. ZweMER.
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CHAPTER I

FACTORS IN THE FIGHT FOR CHARACTER

































































































































































































































