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INTRODUCTION

Qﬂ was in 1913 at the Kansas City Convention of

the Student Volunteer Movement that I first met
the author of “The Cross Above the Crescent.” The
impression made upon me at that time by his Apostolic
figure and burning missionary message has remained
with me to this day. Not since the days of Raymund
Lull, the great Spaniard about whom our author wrote
his first book, has any Christian missionary taken more
truly to his heart the whole Moslem world, in the com-
plexity of its spiritual problem and the range of its
geographical dispersion, than Samuel M. Zwemer. In
this new book he distills for his readers the rich quin-
tessence of fifty years’ reflection upon Islam and the
Christian approach to the Moslem heart.

The present volume might indeed be described as
the will and testament—though not, we trust, the last
will and testament—of the veteran missionary. It en-
shrines his undying faith that the love of the Cross
shall one day overcome the hate inspired by the Cres-
cent, and the prayer of Abraham for the great prodigal
of the Hebrew-Christian tradition shall one day be ful-
filled: “O that Ishmael might live before Thee.”

For the last ten years our author has resided in the
land of his birth, an exile from the true fatherland
of his spirit, the great world of Islam. The exile has
compensated, however, for geographical isolation from
the scenes of his forty years’ work and missionary de-
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votion by continuing to edit “The Moslem World,”
a review whose name is a parable of its editor’s life-
long passion.

The imposing list of books and articles on Islam
and Missions written by Dr. Zwemer, or in collabora-
tion with others, which is printed as an appendix to
this book, is an impressive testimony to the literary
productivity of their author across the years. Even
more impressive is the number of foreign languages
in which many of these publications have appeared. In
these the reader of “The Cross Above the Crescent”
will find other avenues of approach to a great theme
and a great heart.

Jorn A. Macgkay
Princeton, N. ].

PREFACE
qﬁ.:m book discusses an old missionary problem

and deals once more with some of its dimensions
and difficulties. The implications of that problem con-
cern the future of large areas and populations, in a
world which challenges the Church of Jesus Christ to-
day as never before. The last World War produced
astonishing changes in the world of Islam and the
present conflict in Europe, Asia and Africa will doubt-
less deeply influence conditions in the Near East and
the Far East among Moslems.

We do not pretend to offer a solution to the prob-
lem of preaching the gospel to Moslems, much less
to propose an easy way by which to win their friend-
ship, by leaving out our message. To carry the heart
of that message to the heart of any Moslem still baffles
those who try to do it in their own strength.

The chapters that follow, concern first, the character
of Islam and some of its teachings; then we have chap-
ters on the present situation in the Moslem world with
special attention to particular areas which, because of
their importance or neglect, have escaped attention.
The last five chapters describe methods of evangelism
and the nearest way to the Moslem heart. Some of
the material is based on articles that have appeared in
our quarterly, ‘“The Moslem World.” Because this
book is intended for the general public and not for
Orientalists, we have followed the conventional spelling
of words such as Moslem, Mohammed and Koran. This
usage of the words conforms to that of The London
Times, The New York Times, The Encyclopedia

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































