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INTRODUCTION

THE explorer, the missionary, the soldier and then
the merchant. That, I believe, is the traditional order.
Since the dawn of history the explorer, of course, has
been the first to penetrate unknown or little known
parts of the earth, the first to unroll the map. And
for the past two thousand years the missionary has been
the second to arrive on the scene, usually a few leagues
ahead of the soldier and the merchant,

The names of great explorers are usually emblazoned
across the pages of history. Not so with the mission-
ary. But in the region where he spends the active
years of his life the great missionary is often a leg-
endary figure, and frequently exploration is his sideline.

Among the names now a legend along the romantic
coast of Arabia, are the two Americans who are the
authors of this book. From the Straits of Bab-el-
Mandeb to the Gulf of Oman, from Mokka to Muscat,
from the mysterious Arabian city of Sana’a to Basrah
the home of Sinbad the Sailor, from Aden to Bagdad,
the names of Zwemer and Cantine are now a part of the
Arabian Legend.

Today along the whole Persian Gulf coast the
sheiks of Araby still talk of these two pioneer mis-
sionaries who had the courage to tell the story of Chris-
tianity to the fanatical Moslems, Musulmen who believe
that to kill “a dog of a Christian ” is one sure way of
earning admission to the paradise of the Prophet.

In the white coral skyscrapers of the seaport of
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