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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will introduce you to the nature and scope of the integration of theology and psychology 
at three different levels – philosophically, theoretically and practically.  Working from presupposition 
that Scripture is fully authoritative, you will discuss the benefits of open dialogue between the truths 
found in general and special revelation as they relate to counseling issues.  You will also discuss 
the impact of personality and personal background on one’s spiritual practices and theological 
leanings.  

 
II. PREREQUISITES 
 CNS 5310, 5420, 6410 and THE 5110 or THE 6310 and 6320. 
 
III. COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

This course will answer the question: “How does a counselor help a counselee grow through his or 
her life difficulties in a way that involves emotional growth, growth in Truth, spiritual transformation 
and a healthy and intimate relationship with God?”  Such growth is not an end in itself, but 
prepares the individual for deployment in God’s global cause. 

 
The goal of this discussion course is to help Pastoral and Clinical Counseling students develop a 
keen awareness of the major philosophical, theoretical and practical issues impacting the 
integration of special and general revelation as pertains to the profession of counseling, while at the 
same time maintaining an attitude of humility and grace towards those with differing viewpoints. 

 
At the conclusion of this course, the student should be able to: 

 1. Understand the key theological issues and arguments in the debate over whether theology 
and psychology can be integrated and will be able to articulate that discussion in class and in 
papers. 

 2. Know the core doctrines that impact the counseling process and be able to apply them 
appropriately in class counseling cases and on an exam. 

 3. Understand the core counseling issues that impact the counseling process and be able to 
apply them appropriately in class counseling cases and on an exam. 

 4. Learn and experience key concepts in spiritual transformation and report in a paper the 
power and impact of those disciplines. 

 5. Be aware of legal and ethical issues involved when talking about spiritual issues within the 
counseling process and demonstrate that knowledge and skill in class cases and on an 
exam. 

 6. Address theological and psychological issues from the culture of the client and demonstrate 
that skill in class, in a paper, and on the final exam. 

 
IV. TEXTBOOKS AND READINGS 

Carter, John and Narramore, Bruce. The Integration of Psychology and Theology.  
Zondervan 

  Grudem, W.  Systematic Theology.  Zondervan. (Please review for class) 
  McMinn, M. R.  Psychology, Theology and Spirituality in Christian Counseling.  Tyndale. 
  Mulholland, Jr., Robert.  Invitation to a Journey.  InterVarsity Press. 
 
  Additional articles may be assigned in class.
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V. REQUIREMENTS 
 
 1. Class Attendance and Participation 
  It is expected that students be in class on time and involved with the dialogue. 
  The student should come to class 

It is also expected that kindness and civility be practiced at all times with those who may hold 
a different position. The purpose of the class is to learn new information and skills, not simply 
to defend known information and skills. 

 
Unexcused lateness and repeated tardies will result in up to a 20% grade reduction. Three or 
more absences may lead to a failure of the course. See student handbook. This standard 
may be amended due to an onset of Swine flu.   

 
 2. Assigned Readings 

It is important that the assigned readings be done before each class begins.  Much of 
the strength of the course comes from exposure to key writings and the ability to 
dialogue and apply that information in practical situations.  On-time reading is a 
significant part of the grade. 

 
 3. Written Assignments 
 
  a. Research Paper 
   One research paper on a specific and practical area of theological-psychological 

integration.  This paper must be written in the format of your program.  Please clear the 
topic with one of the professors before writing.  A quality research paper will be made 
available for students to see. 

 
   The paper will follow this general outline: 
   1) Problem or issue in counseling 
   2) Positions on this problem or issue/ Relevant research 
   3) Relevant theology and scriptures 

4) Cultural implications (how the culture of your client impacts the issue and 
treatment.) 

   5) Your application of theology and scripture in the treatment plan/case 
conceptualization  

   6) Efficacy of treatment 
 
    
   Grading:   
              
    Professional format and presentation    20% 
    Ability to articulate issues clearly    20% 
    Ability to integrate research     20% 
    Ability to demonstrate new learning    20% 
    Personal / Professional application    20% 
 
 
  b. Class Workbook:  Each week during the semester students will be filling out pages in 

their Workbooks.  Workbook content will include reading and process questions, case 
application materials, reading and attendance records and Concise Doctrine 
Summaries and Applications. 

 
   Concise Doctrine Summaries and Application (Creeds) 
   Students are to write a brief, one paragraph review of each of the ten doctrines that we 

will study this semester. A second brief paragraph will summarize the critical 
application in either the pastoral or the clinical counselor’s therapeutic approach.   
 
Application will be made to a specific target audience of the student’s.  The same 
target audience will be used throughout the creed applications. 
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   Scripture Memorization: 
 

Work will be done before each class and with the final exam.  It is recommended that 
students write this and refine before each class and refine it during or after the class 
that addresses each doctrine. 
 

The student will memorize a minimum of seven key verses that have to do with 
thinking theologically about the counseling process or verses that would be 
powerful for encouraging the client to change.  Examples are: Isaiah 43:1-7; 
Isaiah 49:15; Titus 2:6-15, 3:3-8; Ephesians 4:23ff; 6:10-18; Romans 1:18-32; 
2:1-16; 3:21-27.  Proof of memorization can be signed for on the final by 
someone who has heard you quote the verses. 

 
 
 
Grading: 
 
         Attendance with no more than two absences 
         All reading completed        10% 
         Cogent responses to workbook questions and cases   25% 

                                        Pithy and clear creeds with practical applications for counseling  25% 
             Thoughtful reflection regarding readings     30% 

          Memorization completed and signed for by proctor    10% 
 
  c. Take Home Final 
   There will be one take-home final exam that will be due the last week of the semester.   

The exam will focus on both understanding and applying theological and counseling 
issues in the counseling process.   
 
Grading: 
 
 Good use of appropriate scriptures    20% 
 Good application of doctrines to counseling issues  20% 
 Good use of spiritual/clinical diagnosis   20% 
 Good use of treatment planning and techniques  40% 
 

 
VI. GRADING 
   
  Overall 
   Workbooks        50 pts. 
    Assigned timely readings/summaries/attendance     
    Final Draft of Doctrine Summaries/Applications     
    Reflection and responses to reading/doctrines 
   Research Paper       25 pts.   
   Final Exam        25pts. 
 
  Meaning of letter grade 
   “A” means outstanding work, above expectations 
   “B” means good work thoroughly met expectations 
   “C” means marginal work that met the lowest level of expectations 
   “R” means redo to a higher standard 
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VII. WORKLOAD 
  Assigned readings   25 hrs  (more if weak in Grudem) 
  Workbook/Creeds   25 hrs 
  Research paper   25 hrs   
  Final exam    10 hrs  
  Memorization     5 hrs 
  Class     45 hrs 
   
 
VIII. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 

Academic Success Center 
 
Students with physical, emotional, ADHD, or learning disabilities who need academic 
accommodations should make requests through the Academic Success Center. These requests will 
be kept confidential and will be used only to provide academic accommodations. Because many 
accommodations require early planning, requests should be made as early as possible. You may 
contact the Academic Success Center by phone at 1-803-807-5611, or by email at 
academicsuccess@ciu.edu. If you already receive services through ASC please contact that office 
so they can help make your academic experience in this course as successful as possible. 
 
 
SSM Stylesheet 
 
The official guide for all written work in connection with this course is the SSM Stylesheet, which is 
available from the Faculty Administrative Assistant’s office (Schuster 1xx). It is based on the 
Chicago Manual of Style as summarized in the latest edition of Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for 
Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. It includes guidelines related to grammar and 
style, organization of papers, abbreviations and numbers, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
quotations, using Greek and Hebrew words, using and citing sources, footnotes, bibliography, and 
using the internet. The instructor reserves the right to return written work that displays poor spelling, 
consistent grammatical errors, incorrect style, and/or poor general appearance. The basic 
parameters are set out in the Stylesheet. If your work is returned for any of these reasons, you may 
resubmit it within two weeks of its return. If you do not revise and resubmit your work, you will 
receive a zero for the assignment. 
 
To find an electronic copy of the Stylesheet, you may follow this path: 

  CIUOnline > Student Life > Seminary Information > Resources > Stylesheet 
 

Online resources related to Turabian include: 

• http://www.eturabian.com/turabian/index.html 

• http://www.bibme.org 

• https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/ 

 
 

Plagiarism 
 

CIU SSM expects you to be honorable in your studies and responsible for your own academic work. 
Dishonesty in assignments, examinations, written papers, or other work is contrary to scriptural 
principles of Christian living and an affront to fellow students and your instructors. Plagiarism occurs 
when you present another person’s ideas or words as your own, or when you intentionally or 
unintentionally fail to acknowledge or cite the source of the ideas you use. 
 
Acknowledging and citing sources involves placing quotation marks around all the material you have 
taken (or paraphrased) from books, articles, internet sites, other students’ papers, or other work you 
have not personally produced. It also involves listing full information about that source in a footnote 
or a parenthetical reference. See the SSM Stylesheet for examples of how to cite sources correctly. 
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Specific examples of plagiarism include but are not limited to the following: 
 

1.    Borrowing the words, sentences, ideas, conclusions, examples and/or organization of an 
assignment from a source (e.g., a book, an article, another student’s paper, a tape/video, an 
internet site) without acknowledging the source.  

2.  Submitting work done by another student—in part or in whole—in place of original work. 
3.  Submitting assignments received from the Internet, from commercial firms or from any other 

person or group. 
4.  Knowingly aiding another student in plagiarizing an assignment as defined above. 

 
You may not submit work that is part of a group consultation unless it is related to an assignment 
your syllabus specifically indicates is to be completed as part of a group. If you study for an exam 
with a review group, you may not reproduce any answers that others have written and submit it as 
your own work. You may not share with others answers to exam questions you have composed in 
advance. Any of these actions will be considered plagiarism. 
 
Plagiarism will result in academic penalty, and may result in failure in the assignment, failure in the 
course, and further disciplinary action. When appropriate, your Student Life chaplain will be 
informed.  
 
Students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity with regard to their own 
work, and as part of the university community, to support and confront others in maintaining a 
humble and godly sense of service, worship, and academic integrity. 
 
Plagiarism (defined as three or more words), regardless of intent, is the presentation of words or 
ideas of another as one's own.  When words, sentences, ideas, conclusions, examples, and/or 
organization of an assignment are borrowed from a source (a book, an article, another student's 
paper, tapes, etc.) without acknowledging the source, this constitutes plagiarism.  Plagiarism and 
cheating will result in academic penalty, which may include failure of the assignment or of the 
course. Further disciplinary action may also result. If a student self-reports impropriety or cheating, 
the situation can be better assessed and ameliorated on a case-by-case basis. 

 
  Lateness Policy 
  No papers will be accepted late.  Unless there has been a prearranged written agreement with a 

faculty member or a critical life event, late papers will not count towards the final grade.  However all 
papers must be submitted to receive a passing grade. 

 
  Syllabus Change Policy 

This syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change without advanced notice. 
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VIII. CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

Class Date:         
Wed 

Topics of Discussion: Theology 
Assignments: 

Counseling 
Assignments: 

August 20 

Syllabus review  
Introduction to Integration  
Prolegomena  
  “A Year of Living Biblically” 
 
Is God’s truth true for 
everyone?   

Grudem, Preface pp. 
21-43 

 

August 27 

Biblical authority 
Bibliology 
 
How do I make decisions 
about life? 

Grudem, pp. 47-138  

September 3 

Theology Proper – Trinity, the 
Father 
 
What difference does God 
make?  Is He even relevant? 

Grudem, pp. 141-261  

September 10  

Christology 
Christ as Savior 
 
Who is going to help me? 

Grudem, pp. 529-607  

September 17 
Christology (con’t) 
Christ as Savior Grudem, pp. 608-633  

September 24 

Pneumatology 
Holy Spirit 
 
Where will I get my strength? 

Grudem, pp. 634-653; 
763-785 

 

October 1 Prayer Day – No Class   

October 8 

Who am I…identity? 
Anthropology 

Grudem, pp. 439-489 

 
 
 
 

October 15 

Hamartiology 
 
What do I do with my guilt 
and shame? 

Grudem, pp. 490-525 
 

 

October 22 

Soteriology 
 
How do I get forgiveness and 
freedom? 

Grudem, pp. 657-708  

October 29 

Soteriology (con’t) 
 
What is meant by 
conversion? 

Grudem, pp. 709-745 
 
 

November 5 
Soteriology (con’t) 
 
How do I grow spiritually? 

Grudem, pp. 746-762   
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November 12 

[A theology of suffering] 
 
Why would a loving God 
allow suffering? 
 

TBA  

November 19 

Ecclesiology  
 
How do I deal with my 
loneliness? 

Grudem, pp. 853-949  

November 26 
Thanksgiving Break 

– No Class   

December  3 
Ecclesiology (con’t) 
 
What is the power of ritual? 

Grudem, pp. 950-
1015 

 

December 10 

Eschatology  
 
So how will this all turn out? 
Is there hope? 

Grudem,  
pp. 1091-1167 

FINAL EXAM DUE 
Workbook Due 

 
 
 


