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Dear friends of CIU, 

Many of you who receive the letters that I send out periodically pray for Columbia International
University, and I am deeply grateful. Rather than having you simply pray "Lord, bless CIU as we
approach Christmas and the end of the year" I thought it would be good to give you some very
specific prayer "fuel." Here’s how you can pray for CIU this Christmas season. 

Pray for:

Our CIU students - Many will be returning home to unsaved family and friends, and have a
deep desire to share the gospel with them. Others, away from the protective and supportive
atmosphere of CIU, will face great pressure and temptation to sin. Many will be seeking good-
paying short-term seasonal jobs to earn funds for their second semester. Some just need to
get a good rest as they gear up for the second half of the school year.

Our alumni - Since much of the world recognizes Christmas as some sort of special holiday,
it is always a good time of year to explain "the reason for the season." Many of our alumni are
on the front lines of missionary service and will be having special Christmas outreaches, seek-
ing to share with many unreached people the fact and meaning of Christ’s first coming. Other
alumni are serving in churches and parachurch organizations that will be having special
Christmas outreaches. Some of our alumni are not walking with the Lord; pray that this
Christmas they will be reminded that Jesus is the seeking Savior who longs for them to have
renewed fellowship with Him.

Our CIU faculty and staff - At the end of a busy semester, our faculty need extra strength as
they read final papers and reports, grade final exams and gear up for second semester teaching.
Some will be teaching courses during our January "Winterim" sessions. In late December and
early January many of our staff have extra duties in relation to year-end donations and student
applications for second semester. Pray, too, that all of our CIU employees will also get some
rest and change of pace as they spend time with family and friends during the holiday. ▼
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Our CIU prayer partners and donors - That’s you! We are mindful that all of our prayer
partners and financial supporters have needs just as we do. In fact, if you send us specific
prayer requests, we definitely pray for those. Pray that the Lord will send us additional prayer
partners and donors. Since December is a time when donors review their annual giving, pray
that many will remember CIU in a special way this year.

Second semester enrollment - Traditionally, second semester enrollment is lower than the
first semester. Pray that this year will be an exception! Pray for high retention of current stu-
dents and for a great crop of new students who will join us as the second semester begins in
late January. 

Year-end financial provision - Although our fiscal year does not end until June 30,
December is always a very important month for CIU financially. Pray that there will be an out-
pouring of gifts to CIU this Christmas season. The gift portion needed to fund our faculty and
staff salaries in December alone is $319,000. Pray that this will be fully provided. We are quite
a bit behind in gifts needed for student financial aid. Our annual gift need for student financial
aid is $1.2 million. Pray that much of this will be provided this December.

As I close this letter, can I be a bit "selfish" and ask prayer for me? Pray that God will give me
great wisdom as I lead CIU’s 350 employees who minister to our 2,700+ students (counting
the university and Ben Lippen School) and radio audience (200,000 actual weekly listeners).
Pray also for good health, effectiveness in ministry and safety as I travel. Since the beginning
of the semester I have already ministered God’s Word and represented CIU in numerous
states, as well as in Germany and the Philippines. Between semesters I will be ministering in
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Florida. 

Thank you so much for your prayers and gifts! You are an essential part of all that God is doing
at CIU. May His joy fill your heart at this Christmas season!

Yours for His glory,

George W. Murray
President

P.S.  I recently led a prayer and testimony chapel service here at CIU. I wish you could have 
been present to witness our students’ eagerness to pray passionately for each other 
and for CIU. There were also some outstanding testimonies - several about God’s 
amazing financial provision, one about God’s gracious conviction of sin, and one about 
the Lord’s wonderful healing of brain cancer. God’s presence continues to be manifested 
at CIU in a special way, and it is such an awesome privilege to serve here!


