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SHE DID WHAT SHE COULD
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Dear friends of CIU, 

CIU recently lost a major donor.  But, if I asked, you most likely would not be able to identi-
fy the person.  You will not find her named on the various published lists of the rich and
famous.  Nor would you find her among the top 100 financial donors to CIU, though she
gave generously from her modest means to CIU and many other worthy causes.  Yet, I
consider her to be one of CIU’s major donors, and she was one of the first people I called
when CIU had a major need.  I called her because I knew she would immediately respond
to the need.  She prayed earnestly and with
genuine faith.  And, she did so because
she had a great deal of tangible evidence –
both from her own life and from a firsthand
knowledge of CIU – that God hears and
answers the prayer of faith.

I am speaking of Marguerite McQuilkin
Cartee, daughter of CIU’s first president,
who went home to be with the Lord on December 10, 2004.  From her earliest childhood,
Marguerite saw God’s hand at work in answer to believing prayer, both in her family and in
the founding of the Southern Bible Institute which later became Columbia Bible College
and is now CIU.  In fact, she captured the truth of God’s all sufficiency in her book,
Always in Triumph, which she wrote about her father, R. C. McQuilkin, and his coming
from Philadelphia to Columbia to lead the fledgling Bible school. That school has now
grown into a Bible-centered university with around 2,000 students annually and 19,000 former 
students.  Her book has had a significant impact on my life and the lives of many others.

After teaching in public schools and on the CIU faculty for 17 years, at age 47 Marguerite
was courted by Clifford Cartee, a US Army Chaplain and widower with six children.  They
married and served in Colombia, South America, with Wycliffe Bible Translators.  While in
Colombia, Marguerite and Clifford adopted two children bringing their family total to 10. 

“ She was one of the first
people I called when

CIU had a major need. ” 
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By her own admission, Marguerite always lacked self-confi-
dence and never felt her life amounted to much humanly
speaking.  In fact, even in recent months whenever I spoke
to her, she was amazed that I had sought her out!  This lack
of self-confidence, I believe, compelled her to be God-confi-
dent, being keenly conscious that in herself she did not have
the ability to live or serve as God intends.  Knowing she
had an up-to-date, well-exercised direct faith line to God, I
often asked Marguerite to pray for critical needs at CIU.
And, like Mary of Bethany, she always “did what she could”
(Mark 14:8) for CIU and for the Lord’s work world-wide.

Now Marguerite is gone.  Are you willing to fill the gap,
investing your time and finances, and most of all, your
believing prayer on behalf of CIU as we continue to train
men and women to serve the Lord around the world?

Yours for His glory,

George W. Murray
President

P.S.  Please see the enclosed update about our Annual 
Fund goal and how you can make your giving to CIU
more convenient by using Electronic Funds Transfer.

CIU has always moved
forward by the principle

of prayer and faith.  The
school was founded by a
group of praying women in
Columbia in 1923.  Today, 81
years later, there is a group
of local, godly, praying
women who meet on the
CIU campus the first
Monday morning of every
month to fervently intercede
on behalf of the University.
Marguerite McQuilkin
Cartee was an integral part
of that group.

Marguerite McQuilkin Cartee


