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Dear friends of CIU, 

I want to tell you about two special people: Margaret and Mary. 

MARGARET
I had just finished giving a challenge from God’s Word
to over 200 nurses at the Presbyterian Hospital in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  After the meeting was
over, I was approached by Margaret, a beautiful young
nurse-in-training whom I knew to be an alumna of CIU.
She told me she would rather die than miss being in
the very center of God’s will.  I was impressed with
her obvious commitment to the Lord.  But then tears
welled up in her eyes as she blurted out: “So what’s
wrong with being a nurse?!”  Not exactly sure of the
intent of her remark, I responded with the same ques-
tion. “I don’t know...what’s wrong with being a nurse?”
She quickly shot back, “Well, when you were giving
your message you said we shouldn’t be nurses!”  “I
said that?” I asked.  “Well, not exactly...” she replied.  I
invited her to sit down so we could talk further. 

As we conversed she told me that she had always wanted to be a nurse.  She said that
she felt nursing is a noble profession that really helps people.  She also noted that there is
a great need for good nurses right here in America.  I agreed wholeheartedly on both
points.  She then said, “In your mes-
sage you said that as believing
Christians living in a fallen world,
we should always seek to be in
that place - vocationally and loca-
tionally - where God can best
use us to get the Gospel to the
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whole world.  And, now I’m no longer sure that nursing, as much as I love it, is the profes-
sion where God can best use me to reach the world.” In other words, she was saying that
she had always wanted to be a nurse because she liked nursing, but now she was begin-
ning to understand that as a Christ-follower she should choose her vocation and location,
not just in terms of her preferences, but in terms of God’s worldwide redemptive purposes.

Margaret left America and went to the Philippines as a missionary where, with her hus-
band Craig, also a CIU alumnus, she had a fruitful Bible translation ministry.  Is it wrong
to be a nurse?  No, not if that is how God can best use you to accomplish His plan to take
the message of Christ to the whole world.  And that is why I need to tell you about Mary.

MARY
Mary and her husband, Joe, both CIU alumni, were missionary candidates for service in
southern Europe, but Joe’s very serious health problems prevented them from going.
Disappointed but undeterred, Joe has pioneered a powerful prayer ministry in Florida, a
ministry for revival and the fulfillment of the Great Commission.  In order to help support
the family and ministry, Mary went back to school and became - you guessed it - a nurse!
Often working the night shift, not only does Mary lovingly touch the lives of many people,
but she also selflessly supports Joe’s prayer ministry that reaches around the globe.
Praise the Lord!

What do these two stories have to do with CIU?  Well, besides the fact that both
Margaret and Mary attended CIU, our CIU campus is currently filled with young men and
women just like them who are making critical choices about their future vocation and
location.  In fact, 300 of them are graduating this month.  Please pray with us that their
choices about the future will be made in terms of God’s worldwide redemptive purposes.

Yours for His glory,
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