ICS/MIS 6071

APPROACHES TO MUSLIMS
3 s.h.

Syllabus Summer Studies — July 16-20, 2007 Phil Parshall

Contact Information - phil.parshall@sim.org

COURSE DESCRIPTION

You will analyze and evaluate ways Christian witness relates to conversion discipleship
and church planting among Muslims. Special attention will be given to what message your
lifestyle and public behavior communicate to Muslims. You will learn to respond to Muslim
concerns and objections, clarify their points of confusion, and help them see Jesus as the
supremely attractive Savior.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The focus of this week is: (1) to survey issues relevant to Muslim evangelism; (2) to
emphasize how sensitive cross-cultural and contextual methodology can be utilized in
presenting Christ to Muslims. Bangladesh will be extensively referred to as a case study
in contextual evangelism among Muslims.

Upon completion of this course, the student should:

Be motivated and equipped to be a more effective communicator of the Christian
message to Muslims.

Become aware of the tension between contextualization and syncretism issues
relating to theology and evangelistic methodology. The student should then be able
to make distinctions between what is acceptable and what is to be rejected.

COURSE TEXTS

An English version of the Qur'an

Parshall, Phil. The Cross and the Crescent. Gabriel, 2002.

Parshall, Phil. Muslim Evangelism. Gabriel, 2003.

Greeson, Kevin. Camel Training Manual. WIGTake Resources, 2004.
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IV. COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

A.

Read all the books listed under “Course Texts.” If you have read them in the past
and need to re-read them so as to be conversant with their contents, please do so.
Submit a one page reflection paper on each book, plus a list of any extra credit
reading. Due August 20. If you are taking 2 or 3 intensive classes, you have one
extra month per course to complete the assignments. Please notify the professor if
you require this extra time.

If you have read one or more of these books and know its contents well, you may
substitute books on Islam of your choice. Just be sure the total number of pages is
an equal amount.

The following is due by August 20. If you are taking 2 or 3 intensive classes, you
have one extra month per course to complete the assignments. Please notify the
professor if you require this extra time. Late submissions will be penalized.

Write a twelve-paged, typed, double-spaced paper on any subject relating to
Islam that will be helpful to you. This could deal with Islamic theology, Muslim
practices, Folk Islam, application of contextualization to Muslim evangelism, a
specific ethnography, or a proposed strategy to reach a Muslim peoples group.
Your bibliography should contain at least ten books beyond the required texts.
Your paper must be original and not a rewrite of work done for another course.

Debate: Resolved: "ltis irrational, unthinkable, and totally impossible for
God to have a son."

On Friday, July 20, we will have a debate between class members on the above
resolution. There will be a division into affirming and contrary positions. You will be
expected to meet with your team for preparation.

Time segments will be as follows:

- First 40 minutes: Each person on the affirming team makes a brief
presentation (Muslim team).

- Second 40 minutes: Each person on the contrary team makes a brief
presentation (Christian team).

- Each team leader will give a three minute closing argument after his or her
group® presentation.

- Last 30 minutes: Freewheeling rebuttal with audience participation
(moderated by Parshall).

Each person is to be assigned one segment of the initial presentation. This short
speech should be lucid, succinct, well researched, authoritative, and, if possible,
indisputable. You must keep within your team® assigned time limits.

The winning team will be announced at the end of the debate. It is expected that the
most academic and articulate team will win--whether or not their position is "ultimate
truth.”
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E.  Survey of Islam: Some students will be assigned one or more Muslim countries
about which will prepare a succinct, factual, five minute presentation on the status of
evangelism among the Muslim population. You may speak from notes, but the
report is not to be read. Books may be consulted at your discretion, such as
Operation World by Patrick Johnstone. Remember, 5 MINUTES ONLY!

Countries
Date First Session Second Session Third Session
July 16 India Pakistan Indonesia
July 17 Nigeria Egypt Saudi Arabia
July 18 Afghanistan England Malaysia
July 19 Iran Russia China

F.  Due to the concentration of this course, you are expected to attend each lecture.
Part of your grade will be based on classroom participation. This is a seminar
course. You are expected to have verbal input. So the reserved will make an effort
to speak up and the gregarious will attempt to be moderate!

G. Post-campus requirement: Each student must contact the professor via e-mail once
a week to report their progress on the post-campus assignments.

COURSE GRADING:

Breakdown of Grades

Reading report 20% Classroom patrticipation 5%
Country report 5% Debate involvement 10%
Class attendance 10% Research project 50%

There will be no exams in this course.

Seminary Grading Scale

A = 95-100 B- = 83-86 D+ = 71-73
A- = 92-94 C+ = 80-82 D = 68-70
B+ = 89-91 c = 77-79 D- = 65-67
B = 86-88 cC- = 74-76 F = 0-64
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Time Requirements

Class time: 45 hours
Reading Report 30 hours
Country Report 2 hours
Debate 8 hours
Research Project 50 hours

TOTAL 135 hours

The grades for this course will be available December 1 from the Registrar’s Office.

VI. There will be a contextualized worship service to conclude the course on July 14.



